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Hello everyone. This is Dustin from the KIA office. | regref

to inform you all that I'll be resigning from my position here at the end
of this March. | have to say that it's been an excellent four and &
half years and I'm truly sad to leave. We've shared a lot of good
times together such as English classes, bus tours, the drum circle,

cooking classes and more. | wouldn’t trade those memories for
anything.

One of my favorite memories during my time with KIA was the Japanese language
classes. For about two years | helped out as a volunteer Japanese teacher. That's right, an
American teaching Japanese to other foreigners in Japan. Sound strange? Maybe, but it was
a lot of fun to get to know city residents from Brazil, China, Nepal and more. It was also
rewarding to see them progress and enjoy their time in Japan more.

I'd like to make a request to all of you. Please be a
supporter of all the foreign residents in Kakamigahara. In this city of
150,000 residents, there are only 3,500 of us foreigners (2.3%). |
Because there are few of us, the average person may not ever meel
one of us. That doesn’t mean we don’t need your support. Living
in a foreign country has many advantages but it also can be stressful :
and lonely. If you see any Chinese, Brazilians or any other people,
won't you please talk to them and offer your support? Since you all
have participated in various KIA events, you understand more about
foreign cultures than the average Kakamigaharan. You all would

make excellent ambassadors to the world and to the foreign

residents of our city. Please help make Japan a more open and
more rich nation for everyone.
Just because I'm leaving this position it doesn’t mean I'm leaving Kakamigahara for good.

I'll still be around so | hope to see you at some KIA events in the future. Until next time!

Dustin Gustafson
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